PAUL PRICE

UNIT 8 ASSIGNMENT

MUSICAL STYLES:  ROCK AND ROLL

CONTENT AREA:  Music:  Rock Style

GRADE LEVEL:  Grades 4 and 5

STANDARDS:  Learn about the history of Rock and Roll music and its place (NS 8, 9), Listen to samples of Rock and Roll music from different years and different artists (NS 6, 7), Understand the instrumentation and sound of Rock and Roll music (NS 6).  Sunshine State Standards:  MUB 221 composition within specific guidelines, MUB 222 understands how composed music communicates test, ideas, meanings and emotion, MUC 121 knows music and composers that represent various historical periods and cultures, MUC 122 describes how basic elements of music are used in different types of music, MUC 124 knows representative composers and well-known musicians who influenced various types of music, MUE 223 understands that music preferences reflect one’s own personal experiences and respects differing values and tastes in music.
OBJECTIVES:  At the conclusion of the three-part lesson students will:

1. Understand elements of the history of rock and roll.

2. Understand the elements and instrumentation of rock and roll music.

3. Be able to identify several rock and roll artists.

4. Understand vocabulary associated with the musical style.

5. Contribute to a Garage Band rock compilation song.

6. Write a short paragraph about why they like rock and roll.

MATERIALS:  
1. Music Express Magazine and cd recording.

2. Guitar and effects and amplifiers for guitar demonstration.  Microphones for recording lesson, Sonar 7 recording software for editing, and Itunes for transmitting.  

3. Three computer stations for DVD viewing of famous rock artists, such as the Beatles, Queen, Pink Floyd, Elton John, Jimi Hendrix, Rolling Stones, Blue Man Group, and Rush.

4. One table center for completing rock worksheets.

5. Two stations for Garage Band projects with Mac laptops.

6. One table station for discussion about elements of rock and vocabulary.

7. Various non-pitched percussion instruments to play along with examples.  Especially important is the cowbell.

STRATEGY:  The overall purpose of this lesson is to give students an understanding of what constitutes a musical style:  rhythm, harmony, timbre, instruments used, vocal styles, history, etc.  Throughout this 9 weeks period, different styles are being covered, and this is the rock lesson.  The first lesson involves audio and visual examples of the rock and roll style, and it also discusses the history of its beginnings.  Most of the first lesson is teacher-lead and the rest is based on the cd recording.  The second lesson consists of guitar playing examples of rock and roll with explanations of how the instrument is used in rock, and how the solid-body electric guitar changed the sound of music.  This is also teacher-lead with much student interaction and Q and A.  The third part of the lesson draws many ideas together, and provides much of the differentiation needed for all levels of learners.  There are 5 stations:  computers for viewing dvd’s of famous rock artists, a table for completing the rock worksheets (see attached), 2 stations for students to each contribute a sound or “loop” in Garage Band to create a rock song, and one station in the room for students to discuss the elements of rock and the vocabulary involved.  Students spend 25 minutes at each station during this lesson.  All stations are monitored by myself, and the discussion table is often started by teacher interaction.  Students needing a higher challenge find it in Garage Band and the creation of the song, but all students contribute a “loop”.  Also, the paragraph on the worksheet can be fitting for those students needing a challenge.  Struggling students are shown the elements of musical rock styles through many different angles, and at the end of the lesson everyone has a good grasp of what makes up this and many musical styles.  They have also been exposed to much history and hopefully there is a connection made with “current” music and the music from the lesson.  
PROCEDURES:  
Lesson 1:  Students listen to a short discussion from the teacher about rock music style and the elements that create its sound.  Vocabulary is introduced, instruments are discussed, history is discussed, and many artists are mentioned.  Students are also asked to name some rock bands and artists.  The remainder of the lesson is spent listening to Rock and Roll:  How it all Began from Music Express Magazine.(included on mp3 with plan).  There is a question and answer part on the cd, and the students are encouraged to find answers in the magazines for questions asked by the teacher also.
Lesson 2:  (This lesson is recorded in its entirety and included on mp3—note the first part is much shorter than the time listed)  This lesson is a guitar demonstration by Mr. Price that represents how the guitar is used in a rock band, some history of guitar sounds and effects, and how the guitar has evolved from the 1950’s to the present.  Part of this lesson is a connection with Guitar Hero and Rock Band video games.  Students are familiar with many songs from the games, and they see how the guitar is played to create some of the songs.  Again, many famous artists are mentioned, and students are encouraged to watch for instrumentation on programs such as “American Idol” to try and identify when certain instruments and sounds are played.  The instruments involved in creating sounds in the rock band are emphasized again, and the students are questioned about those instruments.
Lesson 3:  This lesson runs for 2 class periods.  Students are divided into stations:
Station 1:  Students view dvd’s of famous rock bands and artists.

Station 2:  Students work on the rock worksheets at a table.  Magazines may be used for answers.

Station 3:  2 Mac stations for Garage Band.  Each station consists of 4 people in a group, and each person must contribute at least one loop or song idea.

Station 4:  This station is for discussion about the rock style and is closely monitored for assessing understanding of the unit.  Students are encouraged to discuss elements and vocabulary and also there own experiences at concerts and shows, etc.  All students are required to participate in the discussions.

ASSESSMENT:  
Lesson1:  There is a question and answer section of the cd lesson, and students are assessed by observation from this and other questions asked by the teacher.  Students are also assessed by their participation and the questions they ask about the lesson.  The rock worksheets provide assessment for each individual student, and the participation of each student provides instant feedback about the lesson.
Lesson 2:  This part was a real attention-grabber, and the students were really paying attention.  The recording is a bit misleading—some students were intimidated by the microphone, and some of the student comments are difficult to hear.  Again, assessment here is by observation and feedback from questions.  I don’t do this type of playing for the students often, and when I do they seem to listen more intently.  The emphasis on the components of the rock style were constant, and none of the students had a problem understanding the lesson.
Lesson 3:  Each station was assessed differently.  I asked questions about the bands the students watched on the videos and asked them to write about them on the rock worksheets.  The Garage Band recordings are included in this posting, and some things clash, but the students did a great job in the time frame they had.  Some students have a strong grasp of the computer music creation, and those students really led the way to make the songs work on several levels.  The assessment here is not on how good it sounds, but on the understanding of the elements each student contributes.  The worksheets are graded by the students themselves and the correct answers are given and questions answered if students missed things.  There are no grades here, just the idea that this kind of unit can be fun as well as informing.  The discussion groups are really the most important in assessment.  I talked to each student about the elements of rock style and the vocabulary, and likes and dislikes and really understood the different levels of learning that took place.  
In conclusion, I think this type of lesson really has shown in numerous ways that Gardner was onto something with his Multiple Intelligences.  Those students with more developed Musical intelligences not only did very well, but were really intrigued by the lessons.  I often take for granted my guitar playing things, and I don’t often have the opportunity to really do this kind of demonstration lesson, but the students were truly a captive audience and didn’t want to leave.  I should have charged admission.  I feel like the students learned at many different levels, but the objectives were met by all.  The objectives were not difficult and required no testing, but I didn’t have any objections at any stations, and the students really made many connections to current things—Guitar Hero, American Idol, Little Richard in that Geico commercial, Ray Charles, etc.  I found the interest level to be much higher than I had anticipated and extended the lesson one more class period.  I think all the students understood the points of the lessons and the ideas of teaching similar concepts through different mediums allowed students of all learning levels to get something from each method—even if it was only to realize that Elton John wore funny costumes.  There’s really too much to do in this lesson, and I’m going to do less for the next section, which is the classical style.  This will really provide the basis for other lessons on musical styles, though.  One thing I never quite got used to though was the question, “Did Elvis really die on the toilet?”
